
Mildura Writers Festival 16 – 19 July 2026 

Date Time, venue, price Details 

Thursday 
16th July 
2026 

Powerhouse  
122 Hugh King Dr 
 
Arrive 6:30pm for 
prompt 7pm start 
$27 

Opening Night: The Purpose of Public Debate  
On our opening night, Shokoofeh Azar, Debra Dank, and David Marr 
engage in a lively conversation about the importance and dangers of 
public debate. They analyse the increased policing of speech in our 
culture, ask what role a public forum should play, and consider what 
and who we mean by ‘public’. They might even disagree! Moderated 
by Michael Winkler. 

Friday 
17th July 
2026 

Powerhouse all day 
and evening 
10am – 11am 
$22 

Poetry and Prose Readings  
Sample the wide range of exciting Australian writing at our festival. 
Poet Annie Mairéad Hunter, humourist Robert Skinner, and novelists 
Robbie Arnott and Shokoofeh Azar read from their work.  

11:30am – 12:30pm 
$22 
 

Writing and Vulnerability  
Debra Dank and Michael Winkler discuss the emotional work at the 
heart of writing. Both authors have written intensely personal and 
artful works, managing to express on the page what cannot be said 
directly. They explain the strange effects a hard-won truth can have on 
the writer and reader. Moderated by Finley Japp. 

12:30pm – 1:30pm 
$25 

Continue the literary conversations with a hearty meal by the 
riverfront, prepared by local café Sole è Luna. 

1:30pm – 2:30pm 
$22 
 

Spotlight: David Marr  
From his biography of Patrick White to his journalism and his personal 
reckoning with colonial history in Killing for Country, David Marr’s 
involvement in Australian culture lends him an unparalleled insight 
into the state of our nation today. Join David in conversation with his 
friend Robert Skinner for an intimate look back on his writing life.  

3pm – 4pm 
$22 

Writing for Younger Readers  
How do you write for a younger readership? How can we support 
teenagers to read in this digital age? Maxine Beneba Clarke and 
Allanah Hunt (whose YA novel is set on the Murray-Darling River) 
discuss representation, having fun with language, and the ageless 
pleasure of reading. Moderated by Katrina Clements.  

6pm 
$50 
Dinner and 
dialogue in 
collaboration with 
Creative Sunraysia 

Critically Endangered: What Future for Life along the Murray/Mil-
Darling/Baaka?  
At this special dinner and dialogue, environmentalist Bob Brown, 
economist Quentin Grafton, geographer Lesley Head, advocate 
Sophia Pearce, and councillor Peta Thornton discuss the future of river 
communities. Moderated by Melinda Hinkson; food by Curtis Harper. 

Saturday 
18th July 
2026 

Powerhouse all day 
9am – 10am 
Free – registrations 
essential 

Ask the Expert: Humour Writing with Robert Skinner  
Join for this informal Q+A with Robert Skinner, winner of the 2025 
John Clarke Prize for Humour Writing. Robert answers your questions 
and shares what he has learnt about being funny on the page. 

10am – 11am 
$22 
 

Tina Kane Emergent Writer Award  
Meet Annie Mairéad Hunter, the 2026 recipient of the Tina Kane 
Emergent Writer Award. A poet from Castlemaine, Annie’s work is 
extraordinarily imaginative, deftly expanding the possibilities of 
language while attending to themes like personal history, ecological 
processes, and family. Presented by Paul Kane (via livestream). 



Date Time, venue, price Details 

Saturday 
18th July 
2026 

11:30am – 12:30pm 
$22 

Writing and Reading the Landscape  
Debra Dank and Robbie Arnott consider what a writer might listen 
out for in the Australian landscape. They explore the stories and 
polyphony of voices that are alive in our environment, if only we care 
to listen, and they reflect on language’s capacity to describe Australia 
and our changing world. Moderated by David Marr. 

12:30pm – 1:30pm 
$30 

Enjoy another delicious riverfront meal prepared by Sole è Luna, 
alongside a local glass of wine. 

1:30pm – 2:30pm 
$22 
 

beautiful changelings: Maxine Beneba Clarke  
Maxine Beneba Clarke’s poetry is as urgent as it is joyous, alive to the 
modern world’s capacity for both violence and delight. With an 
inimitable clarity of voice, her new collection, beautiful changelings, 
celebrates womanhood, revels in the musicality of language, and 
offers a paragon of poetry today. In conversation with Maya Hodge. 

3pm – 4pm 
$22 
 

The Power of Fiction  
What does fiction strive for? Can it represent the world at the same 
time as imaginatively transforming it? What is the effect of bringing 
our fantasies to light, as fiction does? And what makes a story feel 
‘right’? Robbie Arnott and Shokoofeh Azar speak about the enduring 
value of fiction in our lives. Moderated by Nicolas Brasch.   

Grand Hotel 
Chandelier Room 
7pm for 7:30pm 
$150 
 
 

Saturday Feast: A Tribute to David Malouf 
David Malouf (1934-2026) will be remembered as one of Australia's 
finest ever writers, crafting works of extraordinary intimacy and 
erudition. No less remarkable was his kindness and generosity as a 
human being. As readers, friends, and Australians, we come together 
for a night of readings and stories of his life, told over a delicious 
menu designed by Maggie Beer and executed by Stefano de Pieri. 

Sunday 
19th July 
2026 

Mildura Arts Centre 
11am – 12pm 
 
Free – registrations 
essential 

Murray Talk 2026: Optimism and Defiance in a World of Tyranny 
Pioneering environmentalist Bob Brown delivers a rousing argument 
for the power of hope and resistance in today’s world.  
The annual Murray Talk is presented by an esteemed thinker on any 
subject. It is dedicated to the memory of our festival patron, the late 
Les Murray, and the enduring vitality of the Murray River. 

Powerhouse 
12:30pm 
$80 

Finale Lunch: The Writers Writers Love  
This popular gathering is the festival at its most convivial. Between 
conversation and comforting winter fare prepared by Stefano de Pieri, 
hear from our guest writers on the underrated writers they love. 

Bonus sessions 

Thursday 2pm – 4pm 
Powerhouse 
Free – registrations 
essential 

Writing the Mildura Region: Creative Writing Workshop for Young Writers 
Allanah Hunt, a YA writer who grew up in our region, runs a free two-hour 
workshop on creative writing. Learn useful writing exercises, connect with 
others, and develop a creative response to the Mildura region. For ages 13-18.  

Sunday 10am 
Mildura Arts Centre 
Free 

Boinka Exhibition: Author Talk 
Before the Murray Talk, come to Gallery 5 to hear artist Neil Fettling on how his 
exhibition responds to the Mallee landscape, and Bob Brown’s thoughts on art. 

Festival package $499 includes 13 author sessions, 3 lunches, 2 dinners 

Friday + Saturday day packages $99 each (4 sessions plus lunch) 

Tickets available at the door for non-meal events, subject to availability 

Free tickets available for non-meal events to young people (25 and under) and First Nations people 

For full author bios go to www.mildurawritersfestival.com 


